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With Bare Hands: The true story of Alain Robert, th e real-life Spiderman 

AUTOBIOGRAPHY by Alain Robert 

 

Overcoming vertigo — and countless injuries which have left him officially 

disabled — the 'Human Spider' has scaled over 80 skyscrapers worldwide: 

from the Petronas Towers in Malaysia to Taipei 101, from Chicago's Sears 

Tower to Canary Wharf in London. Reward and punishment have been 

received in equal measure — the flamboyant Frenchman has gained 

international fame and raised thousands of dollars for charity, but has also 

been arrested, beaten and prosecuted.  

Many people ask whether it is madness to undertake such perilous ascents 

without using safety equipment. But in Alain's view, it is madness not to 

follow your dreams! This is the inspiring story of a man who has conquered 

fear and exceeded his own limits: the world's greatest urban climber. 

"For Robert, tall buildings are his mountains. He eulogises the views from 

their summits and (police permitting) revels in the freedom."  

—The Guardian 

About the Author 

Even as a child, Alain Robert was determined to become a top climber. When he was just 12, he climbed eight 

floors to get into the family apartment because he had forgotten his keys. 

 

Alain spent his teenage years training on the unforgiving cliffs of southern France, climbing free solo. This meant 

climbing with his bare hands, with no ropes for protection: only a bag of chalk and a pair of climbing slippers. In 

1982 he fell 15 metres, head first. He suffered a five-day coma and multiple fractures: to his cranium, nose, wrists, 

elbows, pelvis and heels. The prognosis was that he would never climb again. But this didn't stop him. If anything, it 

pushed him on to greater challenges. In 1993, he set a world record for the most extreme solo ascent, in the 

precipitous Verdon Gorge. 

 

The time was ripe for new horizons. In 1994, Alain climbed his very first skyscraper, in Chicago – and the 'Human 

Spider' was born. He realized that he enjoyed conquering the impossible, and so he began travelling the world 

searching for the skyscraper of his dreams. He has been sent to jail many times for climbing without permission. 

But still he carries on. To him, a city is like a range of mountains, with one important difference: there will always be 

new skyscrapers under construction.  

(continued) 



 

Media Attention 

Alain Robert’s audacious ascents have been covered by the BBC, Reuters, ABC News, CNN, the New York Times, 

the Guardian, the Daily Telegraph, the South China Morning Post, the Straits Times and the News of the World, 

among media worldwide. In May 2007 he climbed the 88-storey Jin Mao Tower in Shanghai, adding China’s tallest 

building to his list of conquests. The first few months of 2008 have seen him climb in Brazil, Russia and Hong 

Kong. Over the coming year, Alain plans to climb further skyscrapers worldwide. These ascents will generate 

ongoing media interest.  
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